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CHAPTER 13 VIETNAM WAR

The Vietnam War was a Cold War-era military conflict that occurred in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia from
1 November 195541 to the fall of Saigon on 30 April 1975. This war followed the First Indochina War and
was fought between North Vietnam, supported by its communist allies, and the government of South
Vietnam, supported by the United States and other anti-communist countries.28 The Viet Cong (also known
as the National Liberation Front, or NLF), a lightly armed South Vietnamese communist common front
directed by the North, largely fought a guerrilla war against anti-communist forces in the region. The Vietnam
People's Army (North Vietnamese Army) engaged in a more conventional war, at times committing large
units into battle. U.S. and South Vietnamese forces relied on air superiority and overwhelming firepower to
conduct search and destroy operations, involving ground forces, artillery, and airstrikes.

The U.S. government viewed involvement in the war as a way to prevent a communist takeover of South
Vietnam as part of their wider strategy of containment. The North Vietnamese government and Viet Cong
viewed the conflict as a colonial war, fought initially against France, backed by the U.S., and later against
South Vietnam, which it regarded as a U.S. puppet state.2 American military advisors arrived in what was
then French Indochina beginning in 1950. U.S. involvement escalated in the early 1960s, with troop levels
tripling in 1961 and tripling again in 1962.5% U.S. combat units were deployed beginning in 1965. Operations
spanned international borders, with Laos and Cambodia heavily bombed. American involvement in the war
peaked in 1968, at the time of the Tet Offensive. After this, U.S. ground forces were gradually withdrawn as
part of a policy known as Vietnamization. Despite the Paris Peace Accords, signed by all parties in January
1973, fighting continued.

U.S. military involvement ended on 15 August 1973 as a result of the Case—Church Amendment passed by
the U.S. Congress.2U The capture of Saigon by the Vietnam People's Army in April 1975 marked the end of
the war, and North and South Vietnam were reunified the following year. The war exacted a huge human cost
in terms of fatalities (see Vietnam War casualties). Estimates of the number of Vietnamese soldiers and
civilians killed vary from fewer than one millionB2 to more than three million.23133 Some 200,000-300,000
Cambodians 201211221 20,000—200,000 Laotians 3433136l1371138]139) and 58,220 U.S. service members also died in
the conflict.lA-2
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Figure 154 The Vietnam War poster from Veterans Museum in Branson.
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Figure 155 Vietnam War poster from Veterans Museum in Branson.
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Figure 156 Vietnam War poster from Veterans Museum in Branson

Figure 157 Vietnam War poster from Veterans Museum in Branson
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Figure 158 Vietnam War poster from Veterans Museum in Branson

Figure 159 Vietnam War poster from Veterans Museum in Branson
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Figure 160 Vietnam War poster from Veterans Museum in Branson

This Viet Cong explains how
he shot down a U.S. plane
with his AK-47 when the

nlane dove to strate a convov.

Figure 161 Vietnam War poster from Veterans Museum in Branson
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Figure 162 Dennis Hodo in Vietnam

Dennis Lee Hodo
is your grandson

Pal Hodo (1927 - 1994)

father of Dennis Lee Hodo

Ida Mae Tipton
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Figure 163 George Peppard and Dennis Hodo

Dennis Hodo’s story of this photo:

“I was sitting on a bunker one of those few days we were lucky enough to be on fire base instead of in the
boonies, cleaning my 16 and this pair of very shiny boots stepped up in front of me. I snapped to attention (I
was a Buck Sgt) and found myself eye to eye with a Bird Col who said "don't you dare salute me." We had a
large kill zone dozed around the fire base for defense but it made a good shooting range for VC snipers and
saluting was forbidden for obvious reasons. (So was my red cross helmet). In the meanwhile some guy with
no rank put his arm around my shoulder and asked "whete are you from son?"

I said "Missouri" still with my eyes locked on the Col, wondering "what did I do" and another guy snapped a
picture with one of those land cameras. Then they all walked away and the guy with the camera pulled out
the undeveloped picture and handed it to me with a real nervous," I can't believe I'm this far out in the
boonies smile."

“So the small crowd wandered off to the next bunker, and quickly to the next, shooting pictures and saying
quick hello's. By the time I looked down at my photo it had developed into a picture of Me & George
Peppard. I was so impressed, you NEVER saw celebrities that far from the rear. Of course all my family
watched every movie, tv show or whatever he did for the rest of his life.

All T had the chance to say to him was "Missouri" but we met, and I'll tell you that man had balls!”

More of Dennis’s wonderful stories may be found at:
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http:/ /www.vietvet.org/dhbio.htm

Figure 164 Dennis Hodo

"I'll See You Later, Brother" is my first poem.

My first reunion with one of the guys from my unit was in '93, and I wrote a short story about it.
That was the first thing I ever wrote; and other than that and the poem, I have only written a couple
of other things. But, it just seems that the stuff about my friends from 'Nam just types itself. The
story was published last year in the 4th Div Assoc magazine, and I got a lot of positive feedback
from it. My goal is to help Vietnam Veterans.

I was fortunate enough to have the presence of mind to use the GI Bill and get lost in books when I
came home, and the result was a career in Civil Engineering.
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Figure 165 Dennis Hodo’s Medals
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Figure 166 Dennis Hodo's Air Medal Citation

Figure 167 Dennis Hodo's Purple Heart Citation

U.S. Veterans Gravesites, ca.1775-2006 Titus O Hall

Titus O Hall

TSGT US AIR FORCE VIETNAM
5 Aug 1936

22 Mar 1996

30 Nov 1956

26 Mar 1996

10



Veterans Day — A Tribute to the Military Service of our Ancestors RESEARCH DRAFT 2013

Rock Island National Cemetery
1 Arsenal Drive Bldg 118 Rock Island, IL 61299-7090

Section S Site 579

Titus Obie Hall (1936 - 1996)
is your 1st cousin 1x removed
Obie Palmer Hall (1906 - 1971)
father of Titus Obie Hall
George Henry Hall (1866 - 1917)
father of Obie Palmer Hall
Euell IL Hall (1891 - 1925)

son of George Henry Hall

Edgar T.eonard Hall (1914 - 1973)
son of Euell L. Hall

Ernest Lenard Hall

Larry Sheldon USN

Figure 168 Seaman Larry Sheldon

11


http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/4253511/person/-1545529088
http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/4253511/person/-1552961947
http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/4253511/person/-1552963640
http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/4253511/person/-1631096658
http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/4253511/person/-1631096659
http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/124473/person/-2122713440

Veterans Day — A Tribute to the Military Service of our Ancestors RESEARCH DRAFT 2013

Larry Sheldon
brother-in-law
Charlotte Glass

wife of Larry Sheldon
Charles William Glass
father of Charlotte Glass

Bettie Glass

Figure 1 Larry Sheldon on board ship.

Figure 2 Fleet Oilier, AO 51 USS Ashtabula
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Dear Ernie,

As best as I can remember, the following is a brief of my Navy Duty. I joined the Navy Reserve
Unit in Boulder in 1956 while I was a junior in high school. Planning on going to the University of Colorado
and being a member of the Navy Officer Candidate School while there. I thought I would graduate in 1962
and become a Navy Ensign before going on my three years of active duty. Much to my surprise I dropped
out of CU at the end on my Freshman year and had to go directly on active duty. I had been in a Reserve
Electronic Unit and was tested before I was sent on to active duty and scored high enough to get into a 20
week Class A Radar School on Treasure Island San Francisco.

I flew out to San Fran. in June of 1959 and it took all of three weeks for me to decide I should have
studied harder ay CU!l Our class size was 20 sailors and if we didn't pass the test at the end of each week we
were held back and joined the next class. The Navy really helped with your study habits by threatening to
ship us to cooking school and then off to Guam. You can imagine no one didn't make it. I ended up
graduating 1st in my class which should give me my choice of my next duty station but since I was a Reservist
they gave that choice to the 2nd in class and I was sent to a Fleet Oilier, AO 51 USS Ashtabula, a converted
oil tanker.

I took my duty very setiously and by the time my 3 years was up I had been promoted to Radar man 2nd
Class, E5. During my 3 years I probably sailed 200,000 miles to such places as Hawaii, Japan, Hong Kong,
the Philippines, and Formosa.

I was extended for 3 months because of the Bay of Pigs invasion and all "Critical Rates" were extended
. Such as Radarmen, Sonarmen, Radiomen, and Guided Misslemen.

My three years convinced me to go back to college and upon release form the Navy I enrolled at
Western State College of Colorado and worked at it like a job. I made the Dean's list more than once, Met
and Married Charlotte during the Summer of my Junior year married her ,was inducted into the National
History Honor Society that year and graduated in the top 3rd of my class.

We celebrated our 46th wedding anniversary this past August.

Upon graduation I went to work for IBM and retired after 26 years. I then spent 10 years as a real-estate
broker. I have been retired for good now since 2002 and have enjoyed it so much I don't plan on ever
working again.

If you have any questions about what 1 have written please call my. The pictures are when I was a
Seaman Recruit and later when I was on board my ship.

Hope this is what you wanted. Please take editorial liberty and shorten this, correct the grammar and
spelling, and I won't mind. The pictures are being sent by snail mail Monday.

Larry
Ernie,

I'll try again now that I have had my afternoon nap.

My first ship was the USS Ashtabula AO51. http://www.ussashtabula.com/about/

I went aboard in June 1960 after 5 months of class A radar school on Treasure Island, CA. I went aboard as
a Seaman Radar man. Our first overseas cruise was that fall and our home port was Sasabo.Japan. We sailed
out of there and refueled US warships for the next 5 months. We also went into port at Yokosuka, Japan,
which is in Tokyo Bay. I did get to go into Tokyo for a nine day sight seeing trip. Remember this was only
15 years after the war ended. During that time we went into port at Subic Bay Philippines, a one day stop in
Formosa, and a week R&R in Hong Kong, both cruises.

Each time on the way to and from we pulled into Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. That was before the beautiful Pearl
Harbor memorial was built. There was only a floating platform with a flagpole. The flag was raised and
lowered each day at call to colors. We all saluted the flag each time.

13
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We returned to our home port in the U.S. at Long Beach, Ca. for repairs and two months of leave for the
crew. We had a major amount of work done on the ship and me and two guys I worked with rented a small
house in Long Beach for that time. When the work was completed we went out for sea trials and then back
to the western Pacific for another 5 month cruise. During our time at sea we steamed around and met
aircraft carrier groups with their destroyer screens. We would refuel them while we were all underway. The
carrier would come along the port side and the destroyers along the starboard side. The carrier would be
along side for hours and we would probably refuel 5 or 6 destroyers, (tin cans as they were called).

We were Fleet Oilers not tankers. Fleet Oilers refueled other ships while tankers just hauled oil from one
port to another. Big difference. The oilers were named after Indian Rivers. If fact I think there is an
Ashtabula, Ohio and an Ashtabula River.

My ship was scheduled to go down to Christmas Island for the last above ground A Bomb tests, 1 was
scheduled to be released from active duty during the cruise so I was transferred to the USS Tolovana for the
last three months of my active duty. They had just come back from their 5 month WesPac cruise so I spent
my time on board correcting their charts of the ports they could be entering. The Officer was so impressed
with my work they he tried his hardest to get me to reenlist. During that time I was notified I had passed the
test for E5 which was for 2nd class radar man. I said I would rather be released from active duty than to stay
in for the ceremony. I took the train from LA to Denver to go back to my place of induction. Great train
trip though the Rockies! A few months later I was released from active reserves to inactive status and that
ended my navy career. I think those are the high lights that I can remember at this time.

Aircraft carrier Antietam and destroyer Shelton being refueled by Tolovana in 1951/52. The cattier Essex is
visible in the background. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tolovana_(AO-64)

Tolovana (AO-64).JPG http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tolovana_(AO-64).JPG
Yo Ho Ho and a bottle of Rum.

Larry
Ernie,

When I reread what I sent you I discovered a grave mistake. We refueled carriers on our Port side and
destroyers on our Starboard. Anyone that experienced an underway refueling would catch that!
Thank you for the page about the Ashtabula and the upcoming reunion. I can't travel or that would be
interesting to attend. I wish I had a couple of pictures to send to their photo page. 1
noticed no one had sent any from the early 1960's. I might have some 35mm slides from that time I was
aboard put would really have to search to find them. Would they be of any value to you?
Larry

Ernie,
The radar shack was about amidships in the tallest structure. The whole ship's crew lived either beneath that
structure or aft, the area below the smokestack. My living space was aft with all of the operations group and
others. I think there were two to three hundred
men aboard. The fuel was all below the waterline. We went fore and aft on the catwalk from where we ate
and slept to where we worked.
In really rough weather a lifeline was in place for us to hold on to go from where we lived to where we
worked. it was necessary more that once. You can imagine how scary it was in the middle of the night when
you went up to relieve the crew and take over for the "mid watch".

That is all I can remember right now.

Larry
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Figure 171 Ernie Hall, USMC and Judith Ellen Koepplinger, USN

Ernie Hall, USMC and Judith Ellen Koepplinger, USN
Judith Ellen Koepplinger (1943 - 1967)
is your wife

Ernest Lenard Hall

U.S. Veterans Gravesites, ca.1775-2006

about Judith Ellen Hall
Name: Judith Ellen Hall

Service Info.: 2LT US MARINE CORPS

Birth Date: 19 Jan 1943
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Death Date: 20 Apr 1967
Relation: Wife Of Hall, Ernest L
Interment Date: 28 Apr 1967
Cemetery: Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery
Cemetery Address:2900 Sheridan Road St. Louis, MO 63125

Buried At: Section H Site 1437

Figure 4 Ernie aboard ship
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